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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ² 2015
YOU ARE CHANGING THE FACE OF CENTRAL TEXAS

“When I learned I could earn my high school diploma, 
even at age 36, it was like a light bulb went off. A door 
was opened. My life, my history, my story…was about 
to change, forever. The [Goodwill] Excel Center is 
powerful – it turns what we once only dreamed about 
into a reality,” said Keisha, who gave the Graduate 
Address on behalf of the first graduating class of  
The Goodwill Excel Center.

The Goodwill Excel Center opened its doors to 
individuals age 19-50 last August and celebrated 
its first graduation on June 26th. The inaugural 
graduating class walked the stage of a packed 
auditorium at the Blanton Museum of Art; 
43 students received their high school diploma. 
“You are courageous. You’ve expressed it and 
demonstrated it by being here today,” Texas 
Commissioner of Education Michael Williams, 

Keynote Speaker, said to the students. “Take that 
courage to go even further.”

Traci Berry, Senior Vice President of Community 
Engagement and Education, added, “Most of our 
students came focused on earning their diploma, but 
they are leaving with plans for continued education, 
technical certifications, and career goals, which will 
impact generational change while enhancing the 
Central Texas workforce.”

Geneva, who welcomed the students, said, “It’s more 
than just a high school diploma – it’s an opportunity to 
be self-sufficient – helping us all find better jobs, being 
able to continue our education, strengthening our 
families, increasing our worth! We can move forward 
and achieve our life’s goals!”

We agree, Geneva. Congratulations to Class of 2015!

Congratulations, Class of 2015! 

the goodwill excel center
– Inaugural Graduation! –



retail to hospitality, they all agreed 
they need the same competencies 
training for their employees to take 
them to the next level.

PRESIDENT’S CORNER
– A Summer of Transformation –

We’re growing! The hammers 
have been pounding, the saws are 
buzzing, and a fresh coat of paint 
is on the walls as the expansion of 
The Goodwill Excel Center nears 
completion. Our new school year 
begins on August 17th and we’re 

thrilled to have a 550-student 
capacity per session in this life-
changing school. As you saw on our 
cover, June 26th we celebrated 
The Goodwill Excel Center’s 
inaugural graduation ceremony at 
The Blanton Museum of Art, where 
43 adult students received their 
high school diplomas, and over half 
are either enrolled or have received 
their professional certificate from 
The Goodwill Career and Technical 
Academy. That day may have been 
one of the proudest of my career.
Our construction news doesn’t stop 
with the school…we’re opening a new 
store in the Lake Creek Shopping 
Center. Look for your favorite 
Goodwill treasures when the store 
opens in October, just in time for 
Halloween! 
In other news, the 84th State 
Legislative Session came to a close, 

Opportunities Abound!
– Advancing Careers in Central Texas –

Dear Central Texas,

Robyn Householder, Vice President 
of Business Solutions, says, “We’re 
really looking forward to initiating 

Thanks to funding from the Walmart 
Foundation, Goodwill is pleased to 
launch “Careers in Retail,” a training 
program specifically designed to 
develop entry-level employees into 
mid-level supervisors. Slated to 
kick off in August, the aim of this 
robust training is to improve the 
professional growth opportunities of 
employees and increase their pay, by 
means of promotion, to an average of 
$16 per hour.

To gauge employers’ interest in the 
program, Goodwill presented the 
opportunity at a business round 
table, attended by companies such 
as Maggiano’s, HEB, Walgreen’s, and 
the InterContinental Hotel Group. From 

and we’re thrilled that several 
Smart-On-Crime policies have been 
signed into law. The Texas Smart-On-
Crime Coalition seeks to advance 
bipartisan policies in juvenile justice, 
defense and innocence, sentencing, 
conditions of confinement, and 
reentry, and we’re proud to be a 
partner. For more information, visit 
smartoncrimetexas.com.
2014 was a year for the books! So 
amazing, we made our Annual Report 
a yearbook! Read about everything 
we accomplished together: 
goodwillcentraltexas.org.
As always, thank you for helping 
achieve our vision of empowering 
100,000 Central Texans to transform 
their lives through work.
In Partnership,
Jerry Davis
PRESIDENT AND CEO
GOODWILL CENTRAL TEXAS
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Careers in Retail. We’ve heard very 
positive feedback from employers. 
They are in great need of solidly 
trained mid-level management, 
and this ‘up-skilling’ program is the 
perfect way for employees to get 
to that level, quickly and efficiently. 
Not only will it help their business, it 
will increase their employees’ value 
and put more money into the local 
economy.”

Ready to get started? Goodwill 
is ready to train your team! 
Contact Mary Lou Sorensen, 
Goodwill Central Texas Project 
Coordinator, at marylou.sorensen@
goodwillcentraltexas.org.

“We’re really 
looking forward to 
initiating Careers in 

retail.”
Robyn Householder, 

Vice President 
of Business Solutions
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RGK Foundation Awards $250,000
RGK Foundation’s investment in the 
Science and Technology Centers 
will provide students with the tools 
they need to receive a robust science 
education. Fully-equipped centers 
and highly-trained staff will enable 
the school to provide coursework 
and training that allows students 
to embark on career paths that are 
growing in demand in Central Texas, 
pay living wages, and are sustainable 
over the long-term.
“RGK Foundation is proud to invest 
in this unique opportunity to bolster 
high-quality STEM education, as part 
of what we hope will become the 

The RGK Foundation recently 
invested $250,000 to furnish 
and provide equipment for The 
Goodwill Excel Center Science and 
Technology Centers. We are very 
excited and extremely grateful, and 
it’s just in time to outfit the labs for 
the new school session, which begins 
August 17th!
The Goodwill Excel Center is 
committed to providing a high-
quality education to Central Texas 
students. The science and technology 
curriculum is specially designed to 
reengage adults in learning. 
 

– to the goodwill excel center –
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first of many such Centers across 
the state working with nontraditional 
students to achieve a high school 
diploma,” said Jami Hampton, Senior 
Program Officer at RGK.
Since 1966, the RGK Foundation has 
awarded over 3,200 grants totaling 
over $119 million. We appreciate that 
we are one of the lucky recipients 
of their generosity and support. And 
we look forward to welcoming a class 
of five hundred students this fall to 
a best-in-class campus, supported 
in part by generous philanthropic 
partners like RGK Foundation!

5 Great Reasons to Shop Goodwill for Back to School!

retail corner
– new great ways to save even more! –

Help them put their 
best foot forward. 

We have socks. 
New ones.

This does compute. 
Need a new laptop 
for your student? 

At Computer Works, 
they start at $49.99.

Keep them organized. 
Seriously. We’ve got 
shelves in all sizes.

Fashion a creative 
outfit. Skirts and 

shirts and slacks and 
shoes with endless 
style combinations.

How can you possibly 
save even more? Shop 

during the Tax-Free 
Weekend – put more in 
your cart and take less 

out of your wallet.

Lorie Marrero, Goodwill Central Texas Advisory Board Member, won Volunteer 
Leader of the Year Award, in recognition of outstanding leadership and service. 

Lorie, a Certified Professional Organizer®, wrote The Clutter Diet®. She’s leveraged 
her influence to further Goodwill’s mission, encourage donations, and demonstrate 

how they translate into critical programs and services.

De-cluttering & donating
- makes you a winner! -

It is my honor to show people the connection between donating...and improving their 
community and the planet. I can’t imagine a better partnership for what I do!
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WE ACHIEVED A 15% INCREASE IN 
JOB PLACEMENTS FOR 2014, WITH 
A TOTAL OF 3,600 PLACEMENTS

OUR TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT 
WAS $247.8M THROUGH WAGES 
EARNED & STATE TAX REVENUE

WE WORKED WITH 1,299 
EMPLOYERS TO PLACE CENTRAL 
TEXANS IN JOBS 

WE HAVE MORE THAN 40+ 
DONATION LOCATIONS, 
INCLUDING 31 RETAIL STORES & 
THE OUTLET STORE

THOSE 13,868 PEOPLE RECEIVED 
A TOTAL OF 126,371 SERVICES

88% OF PEOPLE PLACED INTO 
EMPLOYMENT WERE PLACED IN 
JOBS IN THE COMMUNITY

86 CENTS OF EVERY 
DOLLAR SPENT WAS INVESTED 
IN PROGRAMS AND SERVICES 

KNOWN AS THE “ORIGINAL 
RECYCLER,” WE’RE ONLY 7% 
AWAY FROM BECOMING A ZERO-
WASTE ORGANIZATION

IN 2014, 13,868 PEOPLE 
RECEIVED JOB-RELATED SERVICES

SUSTAIN OUR GOOD WORK!

We have new initiatives, education programs, 

and job training all year long! As a Good Friend, 

you’ll help sustain these programs every month 

when your donation is distributed over the entire 

year. It’s a friendship that keeps on giving! 

Visit goodwillcentraltexas.org/donate to 

make your gift.

community impact
See just how much of a difference your 

donations made in Central Texas in 2014!

Realthe

GOODWILL

Questions? Contact Lisa Apfelberg for more information
realgoodwill@goodwillcentraltexas.org | 512.637.7159

RESERVE YOUR SPOT TODAY AT 
REALGOODWILL.ORG

Second Friday of Every Month
9:30am - 10:30am

back to

school

shop

school
savings

TAX FREE
WEEKEND!
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Read even more interesting facts and see how lives are 
being transformed – check out our Annual Report at 

goodwillcentraltexas.org.


