
her diligence was rewarded with stellar comments from 
her instructors. “She had the most positive and energetic 
attitude,” says Felicia, Ginger’s Career Case Manager. 

After finishing Boot Camp, Ginger launched into the 
Paraeducator Training at Austin Community College with 
help from the Goodwill Career and Technical Academy. She 
specifically sought out extra training for Special Education,  
which is such a need in our community.

And now, success! Ginger was not 
only hired into a teaching job near 
her home, she is continuing her own 
education. “There are some amazing 
doors opening for me as a Teacher’s 
Assistant, and my employer is paying 
for me to get my Teacher’s certificate,” 
says Ginger. 

“She sees a lot of growth and potential for her future. And 
her eyes just light up when she talks about, not just a job, 
but now her career,” adds Felicia, her Career Case Manager. 

Ginger smiles and says, quietly, “I hope you can use my story 
to inspire others.”

Ginger is a Paraeducator – a Special Education Teacher’s 
Assistant. She loves her job. In fact, she thinks it’s possibly 
the most amazing thing she’s ever done.

But it wasn’t always this wonderful. Years ago, after facing 
some personal difficulties, Ginger dropped out of college 
and began working in the service industry. For the next 
20 years, she worked tirelessly to get by but yearned for 
a career where she found meaning and value. She was 
lost and realized she had to 
start over. Then she walked into 
Goodwill.

Through robust conversation, 
her Career Case Manager 
learned that Ginger loved  
the idea of working with  
children. A perfect place to 
start! Together they worked on creating an actionable  
career plan.

Ginger knew that she would need to sharpen some 
essential skills to help launch her dream job. She enrolled 
into the Goodwill Career Advancement Boot Camp, and 

spotlight meet Ginger
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“It’s the most rewarding 
experience in my life to be  
able to help my students.”
                          - Ginger

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ² 2016
YOU ARE CHANGING THE FACE OF CENTRAL TEXAS



PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
A NEW YEAR AND RENEWED EFFORT

Thanks to your incredible support, 
2015 was another record-breaking 
year. We placed Central Texans 
into more than 3,800 jobs in our 

community, expanded The Goodwill 
Excel Center from 150 students to 
over 400, held our first ever high 
school graduation ceremony for 
43 adult students, and opened our 
largest store in northwest Austin in 
the Lake Creek Shopping Center. 
It was an exciting year, and we 
know 2016 won’t disappoint!

In our relentless pursuit to empower 
100,000 Central Texans to transform 
their lives through work, we’re giving 
it all we’ve got. We’re expanding 
again to meet the demands of 
our community! We’re aligning 
ourselves with hundreds of Central 
Texas employers and their market 
demands in order to generate 
more career opportunities. Thanks 
to the feedback and employment 
needs of these businesses, we are 

expanding The Goodwill Career and 
Technical Academy programs and 
certificates. This alignment fulfills 
both our vision and the needs of our 
local employers: a true win-win.

And to help ensure all this happens, 
we’ll be opening new retail 
locations across Central Texas! 

Together, we’re creating possibilities 
for our community. By lifting 
families out of poverty and 
inspiring generational change, 
we’re making a stronger Central 
Texas through work. But none of 
this would be possible without your 
continued support. So keep on 
shopping, donating and hiring! 

In Partnership,
Jerry Davis

Dear Central Texas,

Launched in late 2015, our new President’s Circle includes businesses and organizations that have invested in 
Central Texas with gifts of $25,000 or more to support life-changing training and educational opportunities. 
Together, these leaders of our community are creating a workforce of excellence.

announcing THE PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE!

Founding President’s Circle Members:

If you are interested in becoming a President’s Circle member, please contact Ellen Bettis at
ellen.bettis@goodwillcentraltexas.org or call her at 512.637.7554.

CIRCLE
20 16

CENTRAL TEXANS

100,000



Goodwill Central Texas has received 
a multi-year grant from REDF, backed 
by the federal government’s Social 
Innovation Fund, that will help us 
connect our job-ready program 
participants with employers in 
Williamson and Hays Counties. 

“We’re honored and excited to 
be a part of the REDF family,” 
says Jerry Davis, President and 
CEO of Goodwill Central Texas. 
“These funds will allow us to move 
closer to achieving our vision of 
empowering 100,000 Central 
Texans to transform their lives 
through work. We’re especially 
excited to expand our presence 
in Hays and Williamson Counties, 
to serve more individuals who 
want to better their opportunities 
with a long-term career path.”

REDF held a rigorous national 
competition for social enterprises to 
receive grants of at least $100,000 
annually for up to five years. More 
than 200 organizations from across 
36 states submitted proposals 
but only 22 were selected. 

“We provide new pathways for 
people who have faced significant 
obstacles to employment,” said 
Damian Thorman, Director of the 
Social Innovation Fund. “We are 
excited this award to Goodwill 
Central Texas, a subgrantee of 
REDF, will transform people’s lives by 
creating jobs using social enterprise 
solutions with funding from us.” 

REDF, based in California, is 
expanding nationally to serve 
seven new cities, including the 

Austin area. REDF creates jobs 
and employment opportunities for 
people overcoming the greatest 
challenges to work – people who 
are undereducated, people facing 
homelessness, people with disabilities, 
and people with criminal backgrounds.

Thank you, REDF, for this 
opportunity to empower 
even more Central Texans!

Expanding our services in Hays 
and Williamson Counties!

REDF AWARDS GOODWILL A MULTI-YEAR GRANT

“Get your parking space back,” says Coach McClutterson! Who 
is she? She’s the whiz of getting rid of all your extra stuf! With a 
little tough love, she’ll show you how to sort through your packed 
garage and donate to Goodwill – without a penalty whistle.

DO YOU TREAT
YOUR GARAGE LIKE A
STORAGE SHED?

get it 
together!

GOODWILLCENTRALTEXAS.ORG/GETITTOGETHERfind out how
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The Real Goodwill Tour is a 1-hour, behind-the-scenes tour of 
our mission in action. Attended a tour? Check out the equally 

exciting sequel at the Goodwill Resource Center!

Register online at realgoodwill.org or call 512.637.7159.

Don’t forget that March 8th is Amplify Austin! It’s 24 hours 
of citywide giving and Goodwill is happy to be a partner! 
Every dollar you donate is AMPLIFIED by I Live Here, I 
Give Here, so it’s a great time to give! Get more info here: 
amplifyatx.ilivehereigivehere.org/goodwillcentraltexas

I LIVE HERE. I GIVE HERE.

Realthe

GOODWILL

Second Friday of Every Month
9:30am - 10:30am

It’s not too early to think about 
spring cleaning, especially 

here in Central Texas. So, why 
not take on the 7-Day Clutter 

Clean Up Challenge?

Check out our blog at 
goodwillcentraltexas.org to 

find out how. Then, take your 
donations to any of our more  
than 50 donation locations.

Your LookYour Look
shop 

goodwill

HAVEN’T MADE IT TO A REAL GOODWILL TOUR?


