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Second Friday of Every Month 
9:30am - 10:30am

GOODWILL AT WORK
YOU ARE CHANGING THE FACE OF CENTRAL TEXAS

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER ² 2017

On the evening of June 7th, a packed house of family, 
friends, and community supporters loudly cheered 
for The Goodwill Excel Center 
Class of 2017. That Wednesday 
night was a significant turning 
point for 128 adult students who 
put in long hours of studying 
and overcame the odds to 
better provide for their families  
and achieve a dream they once 
thought impossible! This dream 
translates into very real earning 
gains for our graduates. On 
average, a high school graduate  

earns $1,600 more per month than someone with a 
GED – meaning more money to meet their needs, 

more time with their family, and 
more opportunity to catapult 
them to the next milestone in 
their career. When you make 
a financial gift to Goodwill 
Central Texas, you’re a 
part of something truly 
transformational.

While our 2017 graduating class was 
diverse, each individual who walked the 
stage felt the same sense of triumph. 
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“ “

Matt Williams, 
Vice President of Education, Goodwill Central Texas

Goodwill is the catalyst - the accelerator of hope and 
achievement. We will forever be dedicated to helping our 
community members fight their battles against poverty, 
low expectations, lack of opportunity, and judgement. 
We will empower them to help themselves to become 
self and family-sufficient, create springboards for their 
children, and change the landscape of Central Texas.

THE Real GOODWILL TOUR:
THE STORY BEHIND  

THE STORES

We need your gently-used clothing 
right now! Declutter your closets 

before school starts and help 
someone in your community go 

back to school! 

Donate today at one of  
over 60 donation locations. 

Clean 
Out Your 
Closets!

Clean 
Out Your 
Closets!

Clean 
Out Your 
Closets!

While our students are making every effort 
to improve their families’ futures, they still 
face some of the same day-to-day hardships 
they experienced prior to enrollment. In 2016, 
through a partnership with the Central Texas 
Food Bank, we established an on-site food 
pantry to supplement our students’ needs. One 
way you can help is restocking our student 
food pantry with quick meals, like spaghetti and 
meat sauce, or shelf-stable snacks and breakfast  
items. Or make a gift of $50 a month, and you 
can help keep our food pantry stocked! 

BRAIN 
FOOD

3 years and 7 months
Written by Excel Graduate - Ian/Egypt Nunnery 

3 years and 7 months 
That is how long I have been here at the Excel Center.

3 years and 7 months 
Of up and downfalls, but no matter what, I always got back on  

my feet with the hands of the staff and peers. 

3 years and 7 months 
Of classwork and jokes and even a few laughs shared throughout  

the whole organization of the Excel Center.

3 years and 7 months 
Of me learning how to trust and realize that I was  

never alone in this situation.

3 years and 7 months 
I saw new faces and created a family bond with people  

I never imagined would ever look my way.

3 years and 7 months 
That’s all it took to break me free from the fake world I  

once thought was my life. 

3 years and 7 months  
I have learned a lot from not only my teachers but also learned from 
my peers. If you had seen me 3 years and 7 months ago you would 
have never guessed that I would turn out the way I did. Because I 
have grown strong with my head up high and my heart has grown 
bigger filled with love from my teachers and peers who helped me 

become the young lady I am today. 

3 years and 7 months, 
I finally can say I have excelled into my new life with  

the help of my family from the Excel Center.

We’ve revamped our tour  
and want to see you there! 

Come see the real story  
behind our stores! 

Visit goodwillcentraltexas.org 
or call 512.994.7969 

Private tours available

Now I stand here 3 years and 7 months as of today 
to say, Thank you guys for believing in me!



A DAY AT THE CAPITAL
This has been an eventful 85th Legislative Session 
for Goodwill Central Texas. The passage of House Bill 
852 and accompanying Senate Bill 276 has effectively 
eliminated the 150 student attendance cap for adults 
ages 26-50. Brittney and Shirley passionately testified to 
the power of The Goodwill Excel Center and were instrumental in 
the passage of this legislation. Now, we need your help! It requires 
$10,000 per student to fund the completion of their education.  
We need to fund 300 students by August 14th!
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INVESTING  
IN OUR FUTURE
Les Gage, owner of Gage Furniture and long-time board 
member, gifted his wife Winnie with an unbelievable present – 
a generous scholarship with her namesake! The scholarship is 
$5,000 each year, to be presented to two outstanding female 
students for a total of $25,000. Shirley Paniagua, awarded 
Class of 2017, will be continuing her education in the field  
of Counseling and Tari Hood, pictured right, will be studying 
Hospitality. 

TRAINING OUR
WORKFORCE

In 2016, 207 students graduated from The Goodwill Career 
& Technical Academy with certificates in healthcare, 
information technology, administration, construction, and 
more! The average wage increase for our graduates is $2 
per hour - this makes an immediate impact on the lives of 
the men and women we serve. 

Make a gift of $2,500 to empower a member of your 
community to achieve success.

Keidi, who gave the Student Commencement Address 
during the Class of 2017 Graduation Ceremony, was 
promoted to Supervisor at her position with AISD, and 
today she is making $3 more per hour – just as a result of 
completing her high school education! And Keidi strives 
to achieve even more. She is working towards a position 
as a Payroll Specialist and she is already enrolled in Austin 
Community College – she has set her sights on a career  
in Accounting!  

A HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA  
IS A GAME-CHANGING FIRST  

STEP ON A CAREER PATH

 *2009 US Census Bureau

 

*US Department of Education
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“Goodwill’s Excel and Exploration 
Centers combine to form an 
exemplary model of the two-
generation (2-Gen) paradigm in 
Austin. On-site childcare removes 
a key barrier to school attendance, 
allowing adult students to pursue a 
high school diploma in an environment 
that simultaneously opens income-
building avenues.  The formula is clear: 
when school-ready children grow up in 
income-stable households, poverty cycles 
are broken. The Goodwill Excel Center 
puts that strategy into practice within a 
framework of continuous improvement, and 
that’s why we’re proud to invest in their work.”

Sue Carpenter, Chief Program Officer,  
United Way of Greater Austin

MEET KEIDI

TO ACCOMPLISH ALL OF THIS, WE NEED YOU!
Donate today!

$5,000 
Enables a high school 

dropout to earn a 
diploma, gain valuable 

skills, and take the 
first step towards a 
sustainable future 

through The Goodwill 
Excel Center.

$500 
Funds one day of  
on-site childcare 

at The Exploration 
Center, essential  
for the success of 
student parents.

earned approximately $1,600 more in 
mean monthly earnings compared with 

GED certificate holders.

of parents who don’t complete  
high school are 50% more likely to  

drop out themselves.


