
wanted to be, and a place where he knew he belonged. 
He knew the staff cared about him and his future. “When I 
needed tutoring, they were there. If I missed a class, they 
were there. When I needed help, they were there.”

After graduating with the class of 2018, Chaz is focused 
on attaining his college degree. He says you can find him 
in one of three places every day: class, work, and bed. “I 
don’t have time for my old life, because that kind of life 
will never allow me to reach my goals.”

Congratulations to Chaz and the entire class of 2018!
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“When                    
I needed help, 

they were there.”
-Chaz

GOODWILL AT WORK
YOU ARE CHANGING THE FACE OF CENTRAL TEXAS

Spotlight: Meet Chaz 
“I ended up in trouble, running with the wrong kind of 
people, and spent time in jail,” Chaz said. “Some people 
think jail is no big deal. That you are tough, and you 
do your time, and that’s it. I’m here to tell you, it’s not. 
It’s hard to go to sleep at night when your stomach is 
bubbling, when you are missing your family. Behind those 
doors, everyone knows what you’re doing. You’re crying 
for your Mom; you’re crying for your Dad.”

Chaz, Graduate Commencement Speaker at the 2018 
Goodwill Excel Center Graduation Ceremony, says when 
he got out of jail two years ago, he realized that it had 
changed him for the better. He said it turned his mind 
around and allowed him to set new goals, with the help of 
his family. “Mom sat me down and begged me to do two 
things: Never go back to prison and don’t die. It is a very 
powerful message to have your mother sit you down and 
beg you not to die. It broke me down. No one wants to 
see your Momma cry over something that you did.”

That is when Chaz became focused on education. He 
found The Goodwill Excel Center and his life changed 
for the better. “When I set foot in Excel, I felt like Miss 
Wendy was trying to help me, Miss B. was trying to help 
me, Mr. Solis was trying to help me.”

He said there was a difference in how he felt about Excel 
than about a regular high school. It was a place where he 



 
OF THE FUTURE

In 2017, 305 students graduated from The Goodwill 
Career and Technical Academy (GCTA). Wow! That’s 
an increase of almost 50% over 2016. These students 
received training for high-demand, middle-skill jobs 
in Central Texas – in alignment with the Austin Metro 
Area Master Community Workforce Plan which 
estimates that by 2021, the Austin Metro Area will have 
more than 60,000 job openings that require more 
than a high school diploma but less than a bachelor’s 
degree. We break ground on the new GCTA at the 
end of this year, which when completed, will provide 
training in professional certifications for thousands of 
more students each year.   

Thank you to our community for making this 
possible! Together we are 
building the workforce 
of the future. 

Dear Friends,
This year marks the 60th year that Goodwill has served 
the Central Texas community and twenty years for me 
serving this community as CEO. One of the best parts 
of my job is celebrating success, and there is no larger 
celebration than our annual graduation ceremony for 
The Goodwill Excel Center.

It is truly inspiring to watch these adult   
students progress from their first day of school 
to the momentous occasion when they walk the 
stage, diploma in hand. The majority of our students 
have jobs and families to care for while they are 
completing classes. Graduation Day is a testament to 
their perseverance and the importance placed on  
continuing education. 

150 students graduated from The Goodwill Excel 
Center in 2017 including 10 graduates at our first-
ever campus extension at the Lockhart Women’s 
Correctional Facility. On June 12th we hosted 180 
graduates – with a special ceremony in Lockhart to 
celebrate 16 special graduates. We’re very excited 
about the possibility of expanding this education 
model into other correctional facilities in Central Texas 
– preparing people to rejoin the workforce through 
education, and potentially reducing recidivism. Our 
goal is to create opportunity prior to their release; 
infinitely increasing the chance for success.  

This was our 4th Goodwill Excel Center graduation 
ceremony. I could not be more proud of every graduate 
who earned their diploma and every generous person 
in this community who helped them get there. On 
behalf of Goodwill Central Texas, we look forward to 
the impact we’ll make together in the next 60 years.

In Partnership
JERRY DAVIS

$500 
Funds one day of  
on-site childcare 

at The Exploration 
Center, essential  
for the success of 
student parents.

Earlier this year, The Genevieve 
and Ward Orsinger Foundation awarded a $16,000 
grant to support the Exploration Center, our on-site, 
fully-licensed childcare center at The Goodwill Excel 
Center (GEC) adult high school. The grant funds staff, 
and provided art supplies and other learning materials 
for the children. 

Established in San Antonio in 1997, the Foundation 
serves several Central Texas counties and provides 
funding for fine arts programming to children from 
birth to age five.

In April, The Donald D. Hammill Foundation, 
established to improve the quality of life for people 
who have disabilities and people who are financially 
disadvantaged, awarded a grant of $7,500 to our 
Workforce Advancement Division (WFA) and GEC.  
The grant provides direct assistance for people with 
disabilities receiving career-advancement services 
through WFA, while GEC is funding ASL interpreters 
for students who are deaf or hard of hearing.

A big thank you to both Foundations for 
providing integral support for our adult 
students AND our youngest learners at the 
Exploration Center! 
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Marysha Thomas and Shareece Harris are the Class of 2018 
Winnie MacIver Gage Scholarship recipients. Long-time Board 
Director Les Gage, local business owner and philanthropist, 
donated the scholarship in his wife’s name in 2017. 

Marysha plans to first, obtain her certification as a Nursing 
Assistant, but eventually pursue her dream of going to        
dental school.  

Shareece plans to attend Austin Community College in the fall 
with the ultimate goal of becoming a Registered Nurse.

Congratulations to these two graduates for their 
accomplishments, we can’t wait to see what you do next!

A GAME-CHANGING FIRST STEP 

ON A CAREER PATH

180
Number of 2018 
graduates from 

the Goodwill 
Excel Centerearned approximately $1,600 more 

in mean monthly earnings compared 
with GED certificate holders.

52%
of graduates 

plan to pursue 
a professional 
certification

of graduates 
intend to pursue 
post-secondary 

education

43%

Shareece 
Harris

Marysha 
Thomas

 
IN OUR FUTURE

56%
of graduates 
worked while 

attending school

*2009 US Census Bureau

of parents who don’t complete  
high school are 50% more likely to  

drop out themselves.
*US Department of Education



the story behind 
the stores

In 2016, through a partnership with the Central 
Texas Food Bank, an on-site food pantry was 
established at Excel to help supplement 
student nutritional needs. Many students are 
working and taking care of their families while 
they attend class, still facing some of the daily 
hardships they experienced prior to enrollment. 
Help keep students fueled with shelf-stable 
snacks and breakfast items.

Or, make a gift of $25 a month and    
help keep the food pantry stocked!
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Realthe

GOODWILL

School is out for 
the summer but 
we Need your 
donations now!

 Send neighbors in our community 
back to school to earn their high 

school diploma! 

65+ Donation Locations 

goodwillcentraltexas.org

Take the Tour!
Second Friday of Every Month

9:30am - 10:30am

Take our one-hour behind the 
scenes Real Goodwill Tour, 

and you’ll see that we’re more          
than a store!

Register online at realgoodwill.org 
or call 512.637.7159.


